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I welcome  you all to the Fourth Edition of the Grand Priory Bulletin.  

The Grand Priory had a great start to 2021 with the investiture in February of 
seven new Knights and Dames into our Order in Victoria. The Investiture ser-
vice was held at St Andrew’s Anglican Church at Brighton and once again our 
Prelate Father David O’Neill  and the Victorian Priory Chaplain, Chevalier Rev 
Dr Kevin Yelverton conducted a magnificent service.  

At the Celebration Lunch I was honoured to award Grand Prior Emeritus Bailiff 
Peter Wiltshire the Cross of Merit. This is a personal award from the Lieuten-
ant Grand Master to those whom he/she considers have served the Order ex-
ceptionally well over a long period. (see below) 

Peter was invested in May 1994, became Secretary in 1995, Vice Chancellor in 
1999, and 2011 elected Prior of Victoria. On his birthday, the  30th October 2015 

he was elected Grand Prior, and promoted to Bailiff in 2016, as well as being appointed as a Lieutenant to the 
Petit Conseil.  In his four years as, Grand Prior he governed with transparency, unity and harmony, and advanced 
the merits of this Grand Priory.   

At the Grand Priory Chapter Meeting in Adelaide, I also had the privi-
lege of officially announcing four recipients of a promotion to the 
rank of Grand Cross of Justice, and later presenting each with the 
appurtenances of their new  rank.  These are personal awards, rec-
ommended by the Grand Prior and approved by the Lieutenant 
Grand Master and the Petit Conseil, given in recognition of meritori-
ous conduct and exemplary service and commitment in the develop-
ment of the work of the Order of Saint John of Jerusalem Knights 
Hospitaller, Australasia.  Those recognised are: Victorian Prior Dame 
Barbara Abley AM GCSJ; Chevalier the Hon. David Charles Wotton 
AM GCSJ; Chevalier Professor Emeritus John Jackson GCSJ; Chevalier 
Barry Abley GCSJ.  

In March the Tasmanian Investiture was held for 6 new Knights and 
Dames  with the Investiture in All Saints Anglican Church and conducted once again by our Prelate, Father David 
O’Neill. It was pleasing for the Grand Prior to meet Prior John Kennedy and the Tasmanian Members of our Or-
der face to face, instead by virtual means. 

I had the honour late last year to announce the reappointment of H E Chevalier Peter Herriman RFD CGSJ LLB 
Brigadier as Supreme Court Judge for 2020 to 2023. There are only three Judges appointed by the Petit Conseil, 
and it is a great honour, not only for Chevalier Peter, but for the Grand Priory of Australasia. The other Supreme 
Court Judges are from the USA, the Americas Priory and the Priory of the Pacific. Other appointments were two 
Auxiliary Judges, one from the Priory of Sicily and the other from the Priory of Malta. 

On the first of November I attended my first Petit Conseil Meeting by WebEx  and was honoured to represent 
our Grand Priory and place matters for consideration to its international members. Australia is the largest Grand 
Priory  and  is well   advanced  of others in the  use of communication, such  as   Priory and Grand Priory e-newsletters                
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to its members, the use of Zoom and our professional web pages. The Lieutenant Grand Master has asked for the 
comments on the use of a shorter individual vow at our Investiture in lieu of the present longer vow recited as a 
group and subsequently was considered by the February Grand Priory Council. A new shorter vow, spoken individ-
ually was approved and under the Prelate’s guidance was used at the March Tasmanian Investiture . 

Since the November Meeting a further Petit Conseil WebEx meeting was held on January 16th on items not for-
malised at the previous Meeting. Application for the renewal of the Crest has commenced with the EU Paton 
Office, and step 2 with the WIPO which would include the USA and Australia.  

It was agreed the next Sovereign Council will be held by virtual means on November Friday 5th and Saturday 6th 
2021. The next full Petit Conseil  meeting is scheduled for 24th and 25th April.  

Since the beginning of my term as Grand Prior, Deputy Grand Prior Richard Trigg has been a tremendous assis-
tance to me, as well as a great contributor to this Council.      Under his stewardship he has sought legal and ac-
counting advice to allow a cost- effective solution in establishing a Company in New Zealand for a future Priory.  

The formation of a Priory in New Zealand has now taken a further step forward with the registration of the name ‘ 
OSJ New Zealand Charitable Foundation Limited’. The Constitution is now being reviewed with the assistance of 
Chevalier John Emerson, who has considerable experience in this field. 

This will be the foundation that Chevalier Alex Anderson and Dame Rosemary Brooks will build on to help gaining 
New Zealand Aspirants in the future. 

 Chevalier Richard Trigg, together with Bailiff Brian North was also instrumental in the review of the Constitution 
and the Australasian Manual. These amendments will be put forward for approval by the membership at the June 
Grand Chapter, which is being held in Melbourne. 

As Chevalier Richard will be required for many more ‘special projects’, Dame Leonie Clyne will assume Richards 
present role of Grand Prior Chamberlain with a hand over period as soon as possible to allow the transition to be 
complete before the June Investitures. 

I have also asked Dame Leonie to review the Regalia Protocol for inclusion in her report to  the June Grand Priory 
Council.   Congratulations Dame Leonie; and thank your Deputy Grand Prior Richard. 

Since our last Grand Priory Council in October, I have attended in person and by invitation the November and Feb-
ruary South Australian PAC, and  the South Australian Christmas Dinner. By  virtual meetings I have attended the 
Victorian Priory Annual General Meeting and in December of the Victorian Priory PAC. 

 As stated in previous reports I appreciate being able to attend the different Priory PAC’s as it gives me a first-hand 
knowledge and understanding of the important business of the Priories. 

The South Australian Priory Investiture was conducted at Christ Church on 17th October, and was the only Investi-
ture held in 2020 of the International Order. Five worthy knights were invested on the day.                    

 

O SJ Charitable Foundation Ltd 

In October, the Directors of the OSJ Charitable Foundation attended the Annual General Meeting by Zoom and the 
following were resolved 

 Directors approved the Financial Reports of the Foundation prepared by Treasurer Chevalier Peter Robert-
son 

 Appointment of Crowe Melbourne as Auditors of the Foundation. 

 The Directors approved to open a new term deposit with the Bendigo Bank for the investment of the Wirth 
Bequest of $25,000. 

I wish to again thank Prior Dame Barbara for being the Editor of  this, the fourth publication of ‘The Bulletin’.  

continues next page 
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Once again in closing, I would like to thank the three Priors and the Deputy Grand Prior in establishing constant 
and valuable communication links over the last 14 months with the Grand Prior. I also wish to acknowledge Bailiff 
Brian North and Secretary Graeme Gatley for their contribution as well.   

Chevalier David Wilckens CJSJ                                                                                                             
Grand Prior          

March 2021                                                                                                               
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GRAND CROSS OF JUSTICE  RECIPIENTS 

Grand Prior David Wilckens CJSJ presents Chevalier Professor  
Emeritus John Jackson GCSJ (above)  and Chevalier the Honourable 

David Wotton AM GCSJ (below) with the Grand Cross of Justice  
Diploma and the appurtenances of their new  rank.                                             

Also pictured in the photographs at far right, is                                                                           
South Australian Prior Chevalier Professor Tony Woods CJSJ 

Pictured at left:  Victorian recipients of the Grand Cross of 

Justice, Chevalier Barry Abley GCSJ and Victorian Prior Dame 

Barbara Abley AM GCSJ FACN 



 

 

 

 

THE VOWS 

The Prelate administers the vows 

 

“In preparation for your Knighthood I ask you to make your solemn vow..” 

 

Each Aspirant says in turn, 

“In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit,  Amen” 

 

“I ………(insert name)……, in the presence of God and this gathering, 

hereby vow as a knight/dame of the Order of St John of Jerusalem Knights Hospitaller, 

to dedicate myself as a servant of Christ , the poor and those in need: 

to promote the Christian faith and service to humanity; 

to practise the virtues of prudence, temperance, justice and fortitude; and  

to uphold the ideals of chivalry through the Order of Saint John of Jerusalem 

Knights Hospitaller.” 

“So help me God” 

 

The Prelate then says 

“Do you swear before God, and on this holy book, loyalty to the Order 

of Saint John of Jerusalem, Knights Hospitaller, and its Lieutenant Grand Master, in all things   

pertaining to the Order, and to protect, defend and obey its Constitution, Statutes and Orders?” 

 

The Aspirant, placing the right hand on the Bible, say in turn, 

 

“I do so swear. “ 
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Bailiff Brian North AO RFD OSJ MBBS FRCS FRACS  

Bailiff Brian was invested into the Order of Saint John in June 2004 and 

served as Secretary of the Priory of South Australia from 2006—2011. In 

2010 he was involved in the change of allegiance of our Grand Priory from 

the London Order to Malta. Bailiff Royce Pepin appointed him as Vice Chan-

cellor and then Chancellor of the Grand Priory. The role of the Chancellor is 

to administer the Grand Priory and such as liaison with the Grand Magisteri-

um in Malta and the Lieutenant Grand Master, Bailiff Paul Borg. Brian was 

promoted to the rank of Bailiff in 2016. 

Brian was born in in 1939 at Tusmore, an eastern suburb of Adelaide. He grew up in a Methodist family and was an 
organist at the local church. His father was an accountant, and his mother was a seamstress. Brian was educated 
at Rose Park Primary School, Prince Alfred College and then at the University of Adelaide where he qualified as a 
Medical Practitioner in 1962. He played cricket and baseball at University. 

 In 1958 he was called up for National Service after which he served in the artillery of the Army Reserve. After grad-
uation in Medicine, he worked at the Royal Adelaide Hospital as a House Surgeon for two years. In 1963 he was 
commissioned in the Medical corps, later reaching the rank of Lieutenant Colonel. In 1968 he volunteered for ser-
vice in Vietnam, but the Prime Minister withdrew our forces and Brian’s services were not required.  

He decided to specialise in Surgery and moved to London in 1965 to study at the Royal College of Surgeons, gain-
ing the FRCS qualification in 1967. In England he met Sue and they were married in Oxford in 1968. Then he re-
turned to Adelaide and after four years as a neurosurgical registrar at the Royal Adelaide Hospital, he passed the 
FRACS examination and qualified as a Neurosurgeon. He spent the remainder of his professional life as the sala-
ried Director of Neurosurgery at the Royal Adelaide Hospital. Brian is a noted and prolific author of over 50 scien-
tific publications and books.  

For 11 years he was President of the Neurosurgical Research Foundation, a charity sponsoring research in the 
fields of brain tumour, head injury and stroke. This led to the award of an Officer of the Order of Australia in 2006 
(AO). He was an Examiner in Neurosurgery for the Royal Australasian College of Surgeons. 

Brian has been the driving force behind securing many of the donations for the Neurosurgical Research Founda-

tion.  The objective of the foundation is directed towards funding research into the cause, diagnosis, prevention and 
treatment of disease or malfunction of the brain, spine and nerves. He notably established the $800,000 Abbie 
Simpson Clinical Fellowship to support clinical neurosurgical research. He remains heavily  involved in fundraising 
for equipment at University of Adelaide, Flinders University and the Women’s and Children’s Hospital. Brian has an 
abiding interest in professional development of fledgling neurosurgeons and neuroscientists as evidenced by  for-
malising the neurosurgical training program in 2009.  

This unique combination of expertise has led to significant advances in knowledge, such as the discovery by team 

pathologist Dr Peter Blumberg's that mild blows to the head can damage the brain. This breakthrough resulted in a 
world-wide groundswell of interest in brain damage in sporting injuries such as Australian Rules Football.  

Since its inception, the foundation has broadened its areas of research to include various conditions such as brain 
tumours, stroke, concussion, spinal cord injury, Parkinson’s disease, subarachnoid haemorrhage and sudden infant 
death syndrome (SIDS).   Traumatic Brain injury (TBI) is the leading cause of disability and death worldwide, with 
as many as 60 million people suffering from a brain injury or brain damage each year. 
 

Many of these people will develop long-lasting neuropsychiatric and cognitive impairments, and while researchers 
know brain injury and head injury is linked to dementia and Parkinson’s disease in later life, they still don’t know 
how. 

Brian was honoured as a Life Member of the Foundation. 

He continued to play cricket  for the Kensington Club, retiring at the age of 50.  

Brian and Sue have three children and seven grandchildren. His current interests include tennis, bridge, lawn bowls 
and fishing.  

Meet the Chancellor of the Grand Priory 
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    Dame Dr Rosemary Brooks CGSJ, JP, PhD, MBA, LLB with honours, GDLP, MA, BA  
    Hons, Dip. Hist Stud., Grad.Dip.Ed. works pro bono for Refugee Legal in Melbourne.  
    Rosemary is an art historian, lawyer, migration agent and Fellow of the Australian   
    Institute of Company Directors. 

    She was born in Adelaide and went, aged 5, to nearby Wilderness School from which  
    she graduated 12 years later as Deputy Head Prefect and Dux. When she started two  
    school founders, the Misses Brown, were still alive. They impressed on the girls the  
    blessing of education and the importance of service to others, and made them acutely  
    aware of the plight of injured WWII soldiers. Thanks to her parents and her host family, 
she subsequently spent a year in Boston as an American Field Service student 1962-3 and was humbled to hear 
the same message from President John F. Kennedy on the lawns of the White House shortly before his assassina-
tion.  His inspirational recorded words can be accessed here: JFK Addresses AFS Students at the White House. 
She is so grateful for these horizon-expanding opportunities – their power has never diminished. 

As a student at the University of Adelaide she was a member of the Jazz Club Committee and, following graduation, 
tutored in the History Department before three years at Cambridge where she completed her Diploma of Historical 
Studies and MA and watched the moon landing on a balmy summer’s night. She skied for Cambridge in Switzerland 
against Oxford and Trinity College Dublin. There followed two further stints in the US, working for Boston Education-
al Research on Beacon Hill, and (following her PhD in Art History and Theories at Flinders University) for the Con-
temporary Arts Museum in Houston, Texas.  

Returning to Adelaide she served for 30 years as Lecturer in Charge of Art History and Theories in the School of 
Architecture, Landscape Architecture and Urban Design at the Universi-
ty of Adelaide, a sessional  position which enabled her to accept the role 
of Principal of St Ann’s university residential college, an international 
community inspired to excellence through  learning, affiliated with the 
University of Adelaide, Flinders University and the   University of South 
Australia. To her retrospective amazement she served in this role for 
nearly 35 years.  

She pays heartfelt tribute to successive Chairmen and  Members of 
Council for their outstanding leadership, dedication and wisdom.                                                                                     
It turned out their middle name was altruism and hers was loyalty. A 
fellow Knight  used to ask at each OSJ meeting, “How are the cher-
ubs?”, meaning the 185  students at the College, and usually the re-
sponse was, “They’re wonderful, thank  you for asking!” 

The Council in its forbearance recognised that open, exploratory com-
munity involvement was preferable to a restricted, insular view. They 
permitted her concurrent 22-year service as the first female Director of 
People’s Choice Credit Union, her 13 years of study towards her law 
degree, and her pro bono service as   researcher for a barrister in                                   
Aboriginal legal rights and human rights, one morning  a week for 11 years.              
She  did pro bono human rights secondments in Zanzibar,  Cambodia              
and  Darwin, and was a visiting professor of art and technology in South                                                                                                      
Korea. Director of a number of private investment companies, in 1996 she was South Australian Winner and Nation-
al Finalist in Telstra Business Women’s Awards Private Sector less than 100 employees category. 

Rosemary and Simon have four children, three of their own and a Japanese ward, who between them have pro-
duced three grandsons and a granddaughter, with a fifth imminent! They are intrepid travellers, grateful to have ex-
plored the remote ends of the earth before the pandemic changed everything. Travel provided relief from the 24/7 
demands of university college leadership and usually they were accompanied by some or all of their children, re-
leased from the goldfish bowl of life on campus.  

Among the many memorable sojourns are playing polo at Boroghil in the Hindu Kush, many visits to Japan, and 
travelling overland along the Silk Road from Hong Kong to Rome, including being the first travellers since 1949 to 
cross the Irkeshtam Pass between China and Kyrgyzstan. 

Keen conservationists, they were riders in the historic 2004 Hooves and Horns Down the Oodnadatta Track Cattle 
Drive and participated for 15 years in the frog and bat census for the Environment Protection Agency. They are cur-
rently finalising a Heritage Agreement for their remote wildlife sanctuary on Kangaroo Island, home to the recently 
discovered dinosaur-age Enigma Moth.                                                                                                                    
Rosemary’s VIA character strengths are curiosity, love, gratitude, kindness, teamwork, creativity. She was invested 
into the Order of St John in June 2011. She served as Hospitaller of the Grand Priory 2012-2020 and is currently 
Lieutenant Extension Officer.  

 

INTRODUCING DR DAME ROSEMARY BROOKS CGSJ 
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VICTORIAN PRIORY INVESTITURE   FEBRUARY 27 2021  

Above: the newly invested Victorian Members and several members of the official Party. 

The Parish Church of St Andrews, Brighton Victoria  

Above: Front row: L-R; Ted Stephens 
KSJ, Judith Stephens DSJ, Rev Chap-
lain Soma KSJ, Assoc. Prof Sajeev 
Koshy OAM KSJ, Cheryl Lacey  DSJ, 
John Caruana KSJ, Father Graham 
Reynolds KSJ. 
At rear:  L-R; Grand Prior David 
Wilckens CJSJ, Prior Barbara Abley 
AM GCSJ,  Priory Crucifer Helen 
Trigg DJSJ,  Judge at Arms John Stu-
art OAM KJSJ, Grand Priory Prelate 
Father David O’Neill KJSJ, Priory 
Chaplain Rev Dr Kevin Yelverton KJSJ 
 
At left:  L-R; Grand Priory Prelate 
Chevalier Reverend Cannon David 
O’Neill KJSJ, Victorian Priory Chap-
lain Chevalier Reverend Dr. Kevin 
Yelverton KJSJ, Deputy Grand Prior 
Chevalier Richard Trigg KJSJ, Reader 
Chevalier John Emerson AM KSJ.   7. 



 

 

TASMANIAN INVESTITURE MARCH 13, 2021 

Pictured above: the newly invested                           

Tasmanian Members and members of the 

official Party. 

L-R front: Mervyn Simmons KSJ  RFD , Helen 

Simmons  DSJ, Yvonne O’Neill DSJ,  Ann 

Cripps DSJ, Peter Cripps KSJ, The Very Rev. 

Shammi    Perera VG ADM KSJ, flanked by 

Gonfalon Bearers Barry Abley  GCSJ and 

David Clarke KSJ. 

At rear: L-R: Chevaliers The Reverend Canon 

David O’Neill KJSJ, Deputy Prior Edward 

Gauden OAM CGSJ, Grand Prior David 

Wilckens CJSJ, Judge at Arms Peter Tullgren 

KSJ, Tasmanian Prior John Kennedy KJSJ. 

(Cmdr RAN Rtd) 

 

At left: Grand Prior Chevalier David 

Wilckens CJSJ and Tasmanian Prior John 

Kennedy KJSJ. (Cmdr RAN Rtd) 
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